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MITIGATION MEASURES 

The implementation of these mitigation measures would eliminate identified impacts or reduce impacts 
to a less-than-significant level. The mitigation measures listed below are the same mitigation measures 
presented in the Initial Study.  

Mitigation 
Measure Description 

BIO-1 Preconstruction nesting bird surveys should be performed during the nesting season (typically 
February 1 to August 31) to avoid potential impacts to nesting birds. 

CUL-1 In the event historical, cultural, archaeological, or tribal cultural resources are inadvertently 
discovered during the course of ground disturbing activities, construction shall seize within 60 feet of 
the discovery until a qualified archaeologist, meeting the Secretary of the Interior’s professional 
qualification standards, can assess the nature of the discovery and determine if it qualifies as a 
significant historical resource, unique archaeological resource, or tribal cultural resource under CEQA. 
Tribes that requested consultation under AB52 will be contacted for consultation if potential Native 
American resources are discovered during Project construction activities. If a resource is determined 
to be significant, mitigation measures will be developed to reduce impacts to the resource and other 
unknown resources. Mitigation may include avoidance, preservation in place, recordation, additional 
archaeological testing, and data recovery, among other options. The archaeologist shall complete all 
relevant California State Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) 523 Series forms to document the 
find and submit this documentation to the applicant, Lead Agency, and consulting Tribes.  

For discovered Native American burials and funerary objects, project-related work within a 100-foot 
buffer of the find will cease. Los Angeles County Public Works (including contractors), shall relinquish 
ownership of the resource through one of the following methods: 

a) Preservation in place by accommodating the process for onsite reburial of the discovered 
items with the consulting Native American tribes or bands. This shall include measures and 
provisions to protect the future reburial area from any future impacts. Reburial shall not 
occur until all cataloguing and basic recordation have been completed. 

b) A curation agreement with an appropriate qualified repository within Los Angeles County 
that meets federal standards per 36 CFR Part 79, and therefore, would be professionally 
curated and made available to other archaeologists/researchers for further study. The 
collections and associated records shall be transferred, including title, to an appropriate 
curation facility within Los Angeles County, to be accompanied by payment of the fees 
necessary for permanent curation. 

CUL-2 If human remains are discovered, State Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 states that further 
disturbances and activities will cease in any area or nearby area suspected to overlie remains, and the 
County Coroner will be contacted. Pursuant to Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 5097.98, if the 
remains are thought to be Native American, the Coroner will notify the Native American Heritage 
Commission, which will then notify the Most Likely Descendant. 

CUL-3 The Lead Agency and/or applicant shall, in good faith, consult with Tribes that requested consultation 
under AB52 on the disposition and treatment of any tribal cultural resource encountered during 
ground disturbing activities. 

GEO-1   The structural design and construction of the facilities shall at a minimum be in accordance with the 
requirements of the most recent Uniform Building Code, including the latest supplements for 
Groundshaking Zone 4 and the recommendations of the project geotechnical engineer. 

HYDRO-1 All construction staging and maintenance will take place within the Proposed Project site. In addition, 
construction equipment will be maintained as part of standard construction practices and routinely 
inspected to prevent contaminant leaks. 

HYDRO-2 County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works will require that the construction contractor 
prepare and implement a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) that specifies best 
management practices (BMPs) designed to prevent construction pollutants from contacting 
stormwater and with the intent of keeping products of erosion from moving offsite into receiving 
waters. The SWPPP will include a Spill Prevention and Cleanup Plan that identifies the methods of 
containment, cleanup, transport, and proper disposal of hazardous chemicals or materials released 



   
  

Mitigation 
Measure Description 

during construction activities that are compatible with applicable laws and regulations. BMPs to be 
implemented in the SWPPP may include but are not limited to, the following: 

• Use of silt fences 
• Use of temporary stormwater desilting or retention basins 
• Use of water bars to reduce the velocity of stormwater runoff 
• Use of wheel washers on construction equipment leaving the site 
• Washing or sweeping of silt from public roads at the access point to the site to prevent the 

tracking of silt and other pollutants from site onto public roads 

NOI-1 Construction activities will not occur during the weekday hours of 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., and will not 
be performed at any time on Sundays or holidays, consistent with the County of Los Angeles noise 
ordinance.  

NOI-2 All construction vehicles and fixed or mobile mechanical equipment will be equipped with properly 
operating and maintained sound attenuating devices, such as mufflers. 

NOI-3 Building design and construction, including for the proposed blowers and standby generator, will 
include sufficient insulation to attenuate noise levels during operations below the County of Los 
Angeles standard of 50 decibels Community Noise Equivalent Level. 
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Introduction 
This section presents introductory information on the Initial Study purpose, statutory requirements and 
authority, permits and approvals, and agency consultation and coordination. 

1.1 Purpose of an Initial Study 
The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) was enacted in 1970 for the purpose of providing 
decision-makers and the public with information regarding environmental effects of proposed projects; 
identifying means of avoiding environmental damage; and disclosing to the public the reasons behind a 
project’s approval even if it leads to significant environmental impacts. County of Los Angeles 
Department of Public Works has determined that the Malibu Mesa Water Reclamation Plant 
Refurbishment (Proposed Project) is subject to CEQA and that no exemptions apply. Therefore, the 
preparation of an Initial Study is required. 

This Initial Study has been prepared in accordance with CEQA, as amended January 1, 2019 (State of 
California Public Resources Code sections 21000 to 21189.57) and the Guidelines for CEQA, as amended 
January 1, 2019 (State of California Code of Regulations Title 14, Division 6, Chapter 3 sections 15000 to 
15387). The Initial Study examines the direct, indirect, growth-inducing, irreversible, short-term, long-
term, and cumulative environmental effects associated with the construction and operation of the 
Proposed Project. 

1.2 Purpose 
Pursuant to Section 15063(a) of CEQA Guidelines, the County of Los Angeles Department of Public 
Works, acting in the capacity of Lead Agency, is required to undertake the preparation of an Initial Study 
to determine if the Proposed Project would have a significant effect on the environment. The purpose of 
this Initial Study is to: (1) identify potential environmental impacts, (2) provide the Lead Agency with 
information to use as the basis for deciding whether to prepare an Environmental Impact Report or 
Negative Declaration, (3) enable the Lead Agency to modify the Proposed Project (through mitigation of 
adverse impacts), (4) facilitate assessment of potential environmental impacts early in the design of the 
Proposed Project, and (5) provide documentation for the potential finding that the Proposed Project 
would not have a significant effect on the environment or can be mitigated to a level of insignificance. 
This Initial Study is an informational document providing an environmental basis for subsequent 
discretionary actions that may be required from other responsible agencies. 

1.3 Statutory Requirements and Authority 
The State of California CEQA Guidelines Section 15063 identifies specific disclosure requirements for 
inclusion in an Initial Study. Pursuant to those requirements, an Initial Study shall include: (1) a 
description of the proposed project, including the location of the project site; (2) an identification of the 
environmental setting; (3) an identification of environmental effects by use of a checklist, matrix, or 
other method, provided that entries on a checklist or other form are briefly explained to indicate that 
there is some evidence to support the entries; (4) a discussion of ways to mitigate significant effects 
identified, if any; (5) an examination of whether the proposed project is compatible with existing zoning, 
plans, and other applicable land use controls; and (6) the name of the person or persons who prepared 
or participated in the preparation of the Initial Study. 
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1.4 Permits and Approvals 
Public agencies may use this Initial Study as the basis for their decision to issue permits or approvals 
applicable to the Proposed Project. Table 1-1 provides a list of permits and approvals that may be 
required for the Proposed Project. 

Table 1-1. List of Agency Permits and Approvals Potentially Applicable to Proposed Project 

Agency Permit or Approval 

Federal 

Not Applicable None Identified 

State 

State Water Resources Control Board (with SWPPP 
oversight by the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality 
Control Board) 

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System General 
Construction Stormwater permit, including Stormwater 
Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) 

South Coast Air Quality Management District Permit to Construct and Operate 

California Coastal Commission/City of Malibu Review of Coastal Development Permit 

Local 

County of Los Angeles Building Permits; Compliance with Applicable Rules and 
Regulations 

 

1.5 Agency Consultation and Coordination 
The agencies listed in Table 1-1 may require the County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works to 
obtain approvals for the Proposed Project. Coordination with other agencies would be required to 
determine the specific nature of any future permits or approvals that may be required. Agencies would 
be notified pursuant to CEQA and any subsequent comments would be considered accordingly. In 
addition, this document is intended to provide agencies and the general public with an environmental 
basis under CEQA to facilitate the dissemination of information deemed necessary to the discretionary 
approvals process and the approval or conditional approval of any aspect of the Proposed Project within 
their jurisdiction.
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Project Description 
The Malibu Mesa Water Reclamation Plant (MMWRP) refurbishment includes installation of temporary 
filters, demolition of existing filter equipment, installation of a Parshall flume, pump station with 
diversion structure, fine screens, anoxic/aerobic bioreactors, membrane tanks, and permeate pumps; 
membrane thickening tank, new UV system, installation of new structural members in existing building 
to support new electrical equipment; installation of a new standby generator, new process equipment 
and pump replacement; demolition of the existing generator and fuel tank; refurbishment of the 
existing round activated sludge process structure, refurbishment of the existing building; relocation of 
Southern California Edison (SCE) equipment; and a paved parking area (refer to Section 2.2). The 
Proposed Project would not increase the treatment capacity.  

2.1 Project Background and Location 
The MMWRP is located in the City of Malibu and treats domestic wastewater from 107 single‐family 
homes from the Malibu Country Estates and Pepperdine University, which is located in the 
unincorporated county area. The Proposed Project site is located in an urbanized portion of the City of 
Malibu. The site location map of the MMWRP is shown on Figure 2-1 and the preliminary site plan is 
shown on Figure 2-2. 

MMWRP was designed to treat a daily average flow of up to 200,000 gallons per day of combined 
wastewater from both Malibu Country Estates and Pepperdine University (peak of up to 400,000 gallons 
per day). All the wastewater generated at Pepperdine University is collected at Pepperdine’s flow 
equalization station. A portion of the flow from the equalization station is diverted at a relatively 
constant rate to the MMWRP and the remaining flow is pumped to Tapia Water Reclamation Plant. 
Wastewater generated by the Malibu Country Estates flows directly to the plant. The treatment plant 
consists of headworks with comminutor, activated sludge and aeration, secondary clarification, 
coagulation, rapid mix, flocculation, sand filtration, and ultraviolet disinfection. The clarified effluent 
from the secondary clarifier is conveyed to the tertiary treatment facilities, which consist of coagulation, 
flocculation, filtration, and ultraviolet disinfection to produce Title 22 disinfected tertiary recycled water 
for all-purpose irrigation according to the State of California Code of Regulations (CCR). 

The majority of the unit processes (headworks, aeration basin, secondary clarifier, aerobic digester, 
blowers) were built as part of the original plant construction, and are approaching the end of their 
useful life, needing extensive refurbishment. The existing MMWRP was originally constructed in 
1978 and refurbished in the 1990s. Given the age of the facility, existing tanks and equipment need to 
be upgraded or replaced. Additionally, MMWRP utilizes a single treatment train and does not include 
nitrogen control. The MMWRP needs refurbishments to comply with the redundancy/reliability criteria 
of the CCR Title 22 recycle water criteria and the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) limits for ammonia-N.  

2.2 Project Elements 
The MMWRP refurbishment includes installation of a temporary filter, demolition of existing filters and 
related equipment, installation of a Parshall flume, pump station with diversion structure, fine screens, 
anoxic/aerobic bioreactors, membrane tanks, and permeate pumps; membrane thickening tank, 
installation of new structural members in the existing building to support new electrical equipment; 
installation of a new standby generator, new process equipment and pump replacement; demolition of 
the existing generator and fuel tank; refurbishment of the existing round activated sludge process 
structure, refurbishment of the existing building, relocation of SCE equipment, and a paved parking area. 
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2.3 Project Construction 
Proposed construction and temporary construction worker parking would take place within the project 
site boundary and would be constructed on land previously disturbed by development of the MMWRP. 
Access to the MMWRP during construction would continue to occur along Malibu Country Drive. Existing 
plant operation would continue during construction.  

2.3.1 Construction Schedule 
Construction is assumed to begin in September 2023 and occur over 46 months. Construction would 
occur on weekdays between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. and on Saturdays, per the Los Angeles 
County Code of Ordinances. No construction activities would occur outside permitted hours or on 
Sundays or federal holidays unless a temporary waiver is granted by an authorized agency 
representative. 

Phase 1 of the Proposed Project would be the first major construction activity and includes the initial 
site work for the proposed electrical area and new parking area. Phase 2 includes the installation of the 
new outdoor electrical system and the temporary filter installation. Phase 3 involves the demolition of 
the existing electrical system and the existing filters. Phase 4 includes the construction of the new 
process tankage, installation of the new process equipment, installation of the new MCC, and 
construction of the new server room and blower room. This phase includes the startup and 
commissioning of the new treatment facilities. Phase 5 is the demolition of the existing process 
equipment, headworks, and existing MCC and control room. Phase 6 includes the installation of 
rehabilitation of the existing tankage to the new storage tank and the construction and certification of 
the laboratory space. Once the new lab has been completed, Phase 7 will include the demolition of the 
existing lab, restroom, and control room to complete the new supervisor office, break room, locker 
room, restroom, and shower facilities. This phase will conclude with the painting and cleaning of the 
building and all remaining construction closeout procedures.  

2.3.2 Traffic Control 
The Proposed Project would require the delivery of materials and equipment during construction. 
Delivery and parking of vehicles would be coordinated to minimize impacts to local traffic. Vehicles 
entering and exiting the Proposed Project site during construction would use Malibu County Drive. 

2.3.3 Excavation/Disposal 
Construction of the Proposed Project would include approximately 2,650 cubic yards of excavation. 
Excavation would occur to a maximum depth of approximately 18 feet below ground surface and be 
limited to the property boundary of the existing MMWRP. Approximately 1,000 cubic yards of excavated 
soils produced during construction activities would be used for backfill at the Proposed Project site and 
approximately 1,650 cubic yards of excavated soil would be exported to appropriate local recycle and/or 
waste facilities. Stockpiles would be covered and maintained consistent with applicable regulations.  

Disposal needs during construction would be limited to non-hazardous solid waste such as trash, soil, 
and debris. Solid waste generated during construction would be disposed of consistent with existing 
practices in an approved facility consistent with applicable regulations. Construction and demolition 
debris would be recycled in accordance with County of Los Angeles requirements. 

2.3.4 Construction Equipment 
The estimated number and types of equipment and operating hours are listed in Table 2-1. 
Approximately 25 construction workers may be onsite on any given day. The worker commutes would 
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occur during the morning and the afternoon. Additionally, a maximum of five truck trips delivering 
materials and equipment would occur throughout the day.  

Table 2-1. Construction Equipment 

Activity Equipment Number and Type Hours of Operation/Day* 
Number of Working 

Days 

Demolition 

1 Concrete Saw 8 850 

2 Backhoe/Loader 8 850 

1 Man Lifts/Scissor Lifts 8 850 

Facility Installation 

1 Small Crane 8 260 

1 Forklift 8 850 

1 Loader 8 850 

1 Welder 8 780 

1 Water Truck 8 780 

1 Concrete Pumper Truck 8 370 

Paving 
1 Paver 8 30 

1 Roller 8 30 

Note: * = Per the County of Los Angeles noise ordinance, allowable construction activities would occur during the weekday 
hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. and on Saturdays. For weekdays, this is a 12-hour construction period and there are no 
restrictions on Saturdays. However, it is unlikely equipment will be used for the full duration of each day’s allowable 
construction period. Hours of equipment operation are assumed to be, on average, 8 hours of use per day. 

2.4 Project Operation 
With the refurbishment, MMWRP would operate with minimal change in operational activities. Onsite 
staff requirements would include facility oversight, inspection, and scheduled maintenance. Two 
full-time staff are required for current MMWRP operation. There would be no increase in the number of 
workers required for Proposed Project operation. 

Vehicles entering and exiting the MMWRP would continue as existing and use Malibu Country Drive. 
Project operation and equipment and material deliveries will be similar to existing facilities and does not 
create additional offsite disposal requirements. 
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Initial Study Checklist 
This section documents the screening process used to identify and focus on environmental impacts that 
could result from the Proposed Project. The Initial Study Checklist presented in this section closely follows 
the form prepared by the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research.  

3.1 Impact Categories in Initial Study Checklist 
Impacts are separated into the following categories in the Initial Study Checklist: 

• No Impact. This category applies when a project would not create an impact in the specific 
environmental issue area. A “No Impact” finding does not require an explanation when the finding is 
adequately supported by the cited information sources (e.g., exposure to a tsunami is clearly not a risk 
for projects not near the coast). A finding of “No Impact” is explained where the finding is based on 
project-specific factors, as well as general standards (e.g., the project would not expose sensitive 
receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific screening analysis). 

• Less-Than-Significant Impact. This category is identified when the project would result in impacts below 
the threshold of significance and would therefore be less than significant impacts. 

• Less-Than-Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. This category is identified when the project would 
have a substantial adverse impact on the environment but could be reduced to a less-than-significant 
level with incorporation of mitigation measure(s). 

• Potentially Significant Impact. This category is applicable if there is substantial evidence that a 
significant adverse effect might occur, and no feasible mitigation measures are foreseen to reduce 
impacts to a less than significant level. If there are one or more “Potentially Significant Impact” entries 
when the determination is made, an Environmental Impact Report is required. 

3.2 Resource Areas 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less-Than-
Significant 

Impact 
with Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-Than-
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

I. Aesthetics. Except as provided in Public Resources Code Section 21099, would the project: 

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?     

b)  Substantially damage scenic resources, including, 
but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic 
buildings within a state scenic highway? 

    

c)  In non-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the 
existing visual character or quality of public views of the 
site and its surroundings? (Public views are those that 
area experienced from publicly accessible vantage point). 
If the project is in an urbanized area, would the project 
conflict with applicable zoning and other regulations 
governing scenic quality? 
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less-Than-
Significant 

Impact 
with Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-Than-
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare, 
which would adversely affect day or nighttime views in 
the area? 

    

The Proposed Project would be located on the existing MMWRP property (Figure 2-1), which is designated Institutional (I) in 
the City of Malibu Local Coastal Program Land Use Plan (City of Malibu, California, and Quality Code Publishing, 2015). 

a) No Impact – The Proposed Project is a refurbishment to an existing water reclamation facility and would occur within the 
existing MMWRP boundary. Park, open space, and residential uses occur within the vicinity of the facility. During construction, 
trenching, excavation stockpiles, and material storage would be temporary in nature and occur within the boundary of the 
property. The Proposed Project site is not within an area designated as a scenic vista. The adjacent Pacific Coast Highway (PCH) 
is considered a Scenic Corridor, per the City of Malibu General Plan (City of Malibu, California, and Quality Code Publishing, 
2017) and City of Malibu Local Coastal Program Land Use Plan (City of Malibu, California, and Quality Code Publishing, 2015); 
however, the Proposed Project site is on the inland side of PCH and would not impact views of the ocean from the highway. 
Therefore, the Proposed Project would have no impact on a scenic vista.  

b) Less-Than-Significant Impact – The Proposed Project site is adjacent to PCH, a scenic highway designated by the City of 
Malibu. PCH is not a scenic highway designated by the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) under the California 
Scenic Highways Mapping System (Caltrans, 2017). The highway is considered an eligible State Scenic Highway; however, 
MMWRP is located on the inland side of the highway and would have no impact on views of the ocean.  

Approximately 2,500 square feet of paved parking would be constructed within the property on the northern extent along the 
entrance road. To provide adequate space for the paved parking area, the removal of on-site trees may be required. These 
trees are located on the northern portion of the property and do not provide a visual buffer between the City designated 
scenic highway, PCH, and the existing MMWRP facility. Per Appendix B of this Initial Study, no species subject to sensitive plant 
or animal protection occur on-site. The Proposed Project does not contain any rock outcroppings, historic buildings of 
significance, or other features that have been identified as scenic resources by the county or state.  

SCE electrical equipment would be relocated from its current location in the existing main building to an area along the 
southern perimeter of the site. A new 450 kW standby electrical generator, approximately 12 feet in height (including 
enclosure), will be placed in the south portion of the property (refer to Figure 2-2). The pad for the relocated SCE electrical 
equipment and new standby generator will be approximately 2,250 square feet and will require approximately 150 cubic yards 
of grading and a retaining wall with a height of approximately 6 feet and length of approximately 150 feet. The existing berm, 
which parallels PCH, and vegetation will screen the new retaining wall, relocated SCE electrical equipment, and new standby 
generator from PCH.  

A new 6-foot tall chain link fence will be constructed around the perimeter of the facility for security and public safety. The 
security fencing is needed for preventing unauthorized entry and preventing injury to both authorized and unauthorized 
personnel. The chain link fence will use colors and materials designed to blend in with natural surroundings.  

Due to the site being located inland and elevated from PCH, potential tree removals being located on the northern portion of 
the property and in compliance with the Native Tree Protection Ordinance, adequate screening by vegetation and existing 
topography, and the use of fencing colors and materials designed to blend in with natural surroundings, the Proposed Project 
would have less than significant impacts on the area’s visual quality and would not substantially damage scenic resources, 
including, but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway.  

c) No Impact – The Proposed Project is located within the existing MMWRP boundary and involves refurbishment to the 
existing water reclamation facility. The MMWRP property is within an urbanized area and designated Institutional (I) in the 
2017 City of Malibu Local Coastal Program. The zoning for the Proposed Project site is Institutional (I) which conditionally 
allows for public and quasi-public uses and facilities. The Proposed Project is considered a quasi-public land use and would not 
conflict with existing general plan designations or zoning ordinances.  

Within the Institutional (I) district, development standards restrict building height to 18 feet above finished grade (with the 
exception of chimneys, rooftop antenna, and light standards). The most visible component of the Proposed Project would be 
the new standby generator enclosure with a height of approximately 12 feet and the fine screens with a maximum height of 
approximately 9 feet. These Project components would be similar in height and appearance of existing MMWRP structures 
(existing structures are approximately 15 feet in height). 

Because the Proposed Project is compatible with existing land use, zoning designations, and development standards, the 
Proposed Project would not conflict with applicable zoning and other regulations governing scenic quality. 
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less-Than-
Significant 

Impact 
with Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-Than-
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

d) Less-Than-Significant – The existing MMWRP is equipped with interior and exterior lighting and the existing structures are 
finished in neutral, non-reflective finishes and materials that do not produce glare. 

In accordance with the allowable construction hours per the County of Los Angeles noise ordinance, the proposed construction 
activities would primarily occur during daylight hours, however, temporary outdoor lighting may be needed. Temporary 
outdoor lighting would be focused at the construction site and would be turned off at the conclusion of the workday. 

The proposed facilities would include new interior and exterior lighting for security and operational needs. These light sources 
would have minimal impacts due to the existing lighting at MMWRP and surrounding properties which include open space, 
tennis facilities on Pepperdine University property, public roads, and residential properties. Exterior lighting would comply with 
the Los Angeles County’s Department of Regional Planning Dark Sky Ordinance. Furthermore, the Project site contains 
vegetation and topography which screens the surrounding environment from much of the facility, including exterior lighting. 
Therefore, the Proposed Project would have less-than-significant impact on day or nighttime views by creating a new source of 
substantial light or glare.  

The Proposed Project would incorporate down-facing lighting requirements. MMWRP operations cease by 5:00 p.m. and night-
time lighting is restricted to security or during emergency repairs. 
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II. Agriculture and Forestry Resources. In determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are significant environmental 
effects, lead agencies may refer to the California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the 
California Department of Conservation as an optional model to use in assessing impacts on agriculture and farmland. In 
determining whether impacts to forest resources, including timberland, are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may 
refer to information compiled by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection regarding the state’s inventory of 
forest land, including the Forest and Range Assessment Project and the Forest Legacy Assessment project; and forest carbon 
measurement methodology provided in Forest Protocols adopted by the California Air Resources Board (CARB). Would the 
project: 

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or 
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on 
the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and 
Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, to 
non-agricultural use? 

    

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a 
Williamson Act contract?     

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, 
forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code section 
12220[g]), timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code 
section 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland Production 
(as defined by Government Code section 51104[g])? 

    

d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest 
land to non-forest use?     

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment, 
which, due to their location or nature, could result in 
conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use? 

    

The Proposed Project would be located on the existing MMWRP property, which has a zoning and general plan land use 
designation of Institutional (I) per the City of Malibu Local Coastal Program Land Use Plan (City of Malibu, California, and Quality 
Code Publishing, 2015) and City of Malibu General Plan (City of Malibu, California, and Quality Code Publishing, 2017). Neither the 
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Proposed Project site nor adjacent areas contain Prime Farmland, Farmland of Statewide Important, Unique Farmland, or 
Farmland of Local Importance. The site is designated as Urban and Built Up Land (California Department of Conservation, 2017).  

a) No Impact – The Proposed Project would not be located in, or immediately adjacent to, any areas of Prime Farmland, Unique 
Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance. The Proposed Project would not involve converting farmland to non-agricultural 
use and the refurbishment would be located within the existing MMWRP property. The Proposed Project would have no impact 
on any areas of Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance. 

b) No Impact – The Proposed Project would not be located in, or immediately adjacent to, any areas zoned for agricultural use or 
associated with a Williamson Act contract (California Department of Conservation, Division of Land Resource Protection. Los 
Angeles County Williamson Act Fiscal Year [FY] 2015/2016. 2016). The Proposed Project site is zoned Institutional and adjacent 
land is zoned Single-Family Medium (SFM) and public streets (PCH and John Tyler Drive). Unincorporated property across John 
Tyler Drive is zoned Agricultural-1; however, this area is currently used for open space and tennis courts by Pepperdine University. 
The Proposed Project would have no impact on any areas zoned for agricultural use or associated with a Williamson Act contract, 
as the refurbishment would be located within the existing MMWRP property. 

c) No Impact – The Proposed Project would not be located in, or immediately adjacent to, any areas zoned for forest, timberland, 
or timberland zoned Timberland Production areas. The Proposed Project site is zoned Institutional and surrounding properties are 
zoned SFM and public streets (PCH and John Tyler Drive). The Proposed Project would be located within the existing MMWRP 
property and would have no impact on any areas zoned for forest, timberland, or timberland zoned Timberland Production areas. 

d) No Impact – The Proposed Project would not be located in, or immediately adjacent to, any forest land. The Proposed Project 
would have no impact on forest land, including the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use, as the 
refurbishment would be located within the existing MMWRP property. 

e) No Impact – The Proposed Project would not be located in, or immediately adjacent to, Farmland. The refurbishment would be 
located within the existing MMWRP property and would not involve changes in the existing environment, which, due to their 
location or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland to non-agricultural use. 
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III. Air Quality. Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality management district or air 
pollution control district may be relied upon to make the following determinations. Would the project:  

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the 
applicable air quality plan?     

b) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any 
criteria pollutant for which the project region is 
non-attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient 
air quality standard? 

    

c) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant 
concentrations?     

d) Result in other emissions (such as those leading to odors) 
adversely affecting a substantial number of people?     

a) Less-Than-Significant Impact – Air quality plans include strategies designed to reduce air pollutant emissions and comply with 
federal and state air quality standards. The Proposed Project site is located in the City of Malibu within the South Coast Air Basin 
under the jurisdiction of the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). SCAQMD is the local agency responsible for 
ensuring that national and state ambient air quality standards are attained and maintained in the South Coast Air Basin. 

The Proposed Project is located in an area that is designated non-attainment for the ozone and particulate matter with diameter 
equal to or smaller than 2.5 micrometers (PM2.5) and is in maintenance area for particulate matter with diameters less than or 
equal to 10 micrometers (PM10), nitrogen dioxide, and carbon monoxide under the National Ambient Air Quality Standards. The 
area is designated as non-attainment for the California Ambient Air Quality Standards for ozone, PM10 and PM2.5. The area is in 
attainment or unclassified for all other pollutants under National Ambient Air Quality Standards and California Ambient Air Quality 
Standards (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency [EPA], 2017a; CARB, 2017a). SCAQMD has developed air quality plans for ozone, 
PM10, and PM2.5 to set out strategy to attain the air quality standards. The latest regional air quality plan, the 2016 Air Quality 
Management Plan, was adopted by SCAQMD in March 2017. 
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Construction emissions are expected to occur as a result of engine exhaust from the off-road construction equipment and vehicle 
trips. These emissions would primarily consist of carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxide, PM10, PM2.5, sulfur oxide, and volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs). In addition, site preparation and disturbance would result in fugitive dust emissions. Given that construction 
activities would be temporary, long-term air quality impacts would not occur. Construction emissions were estimated based on 
Proposed Project construction phasing and equipment usage using emission factors from CalEEMod (California Air Pollution 
Control Officers Association [CAPCOA], 2017) and EMFAC2014 (CARB, 2014). Detailed emission calculations are in Appendix A. 

The Proposed Project would be constructed in compliance with the applicable SCAQMD regulations and policies, and best 
management practices (BMPs) would be implemented to reduce emissions from both construction and operation. In addition, 
construction emissions and operational emissions estimated for the Proposed Project would be below the SCAQMD CEQA 
significance thresholds. Refer to Table 3-1 below for worst-case daily construction emissions. Therefore, the Proposed Project 
operation would not conflict with or obstruct implementation of the air quality plans.  

Table 3-1. Worst-case Daily Construction Emissions 

  
Reactive Organic 

Gas 
Nitrogen 

Oxide 
Carbon 

Monoxide 
Sulfur 
Oxide PM10 PM2.5 

  lb/day lb/day lb/day lb/day lb/day lb/day 

Construction 2023 1.10 11.69 12.27 0.03 7.31 3.99 

Construction 2024 2.35 24.74 16.25 0.06 7.69 4.32 

Construction 2025 2.14 21.40 15.51 0.06 0.99 0.82 

Construction 2026 1.90 17.57 14.75 0.06 0.83 0.68 

Construction 2027 1.77 15.09 14.36 0.06 0.75 0.60 

SCAQMD Thresholds 75 100 550 150 150 55 

Exceed Thresholds? No No No No No No 

lb/day = pound(s) per day 

b) Less-Than-Significant Impact – The Proposed Project would not result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria 
pollutant for which the Proposed Project region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality 
standard. 

According to Appendix D, “Cumulative Impact Analysis Requirements Pursuant to CEQA” in SCAQMD white paper Potential 
Control Strategies to Address Cumulative Impacts from Air Pollution (SCAQMD, 2003), projects that do not exceed the significance 
thresholds are generally not considered to be cumulatively significant. The emissions of non-attainment pollutants during the 
Proposed Project construction phase (PM10, PM2.5, and ozone precursors [nitrogen oxide and VOCs]) would not exceed the 
SCAQMD Air Quality Significance Thresholds. Therefore, the cumulative impact from the Proposed Project construction would be 
less than significant. 

c) Less-Than-Significant Impact – The Proposed Project would not expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant 
concentrations. 

The Proposed Project would be located on the existing facility property which has residential areas north of the facility and open 
space south of the facility. Exhaust emissions from equipment operating during Proposed Project construction would contain toxic 
air contaminants (TACs), such as diesel particulate matter. However, TAC emissions during construction would be temporary, and 
therefore, are not expected to cause long term impacts to nearby receptors. TAC emissions from Proposed Project operation 
would not increase because the Project would not increase the treatment capacity and would use new equipment for the 
treatment process. The Proposed Project would not increase TAC emissions in comparison to the existing treatment process. In 
addition, as discussed in previous sections, Proposed Project construction and operation would not represent a substantial source 
of criteria pollutants. Therefore, the Proposed Project would have a less-than-significant impact on sensitive receptors. 

d) Less-Than-Significant Impact – The Proposed Project would not create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of 
people. 

The use of diesel construction equipment may generate odors that could potentially be a nuisance. However, odor effects from 
construction activities would be temporary. Because the refurbishment of the facility would not increase the treatment capacity 
of the facility, the Proposed Project is not expected to generate additional odors in comparison to the existing facility. Therefore, 
impacts from the Proposed Project operation would be less than significant. 
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IV. Biological Resources. Would the project: 

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through 
habitat modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, 
sensitive, or special-status species in local or regional plans, 
policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

    

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or 
other sensitive natural community identified in local or regional 
plans, policies, regulations or by the California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

    

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally 
protected wetlands (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal 
pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological 
interruption, or other means?  

    

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native 
resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with established 
native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use 
of native wildlife nursery sites? 

    

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting 
biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy or 
ordinance? 

    

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat 
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or 
other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation 
plan? 

    

The Proposed Project is located in an urbanized portion of the City of Malibu and near Pepperdine University, where it treats 
domestic wastewater from 107 single‐family homes from the Malibu Country Estates and Pepperdine University. The Proposed 
Project site has been leveled, graded, and developed with structures and various water reclamation plant equipment and paved 
access roads. The vegetation onsite consists of ornamental landscaping. No natural communities such as riparian habitat, 
wetlands, coastal sage scrub, or others are present within the Proposed Project site.  

a) No Impact – The Proposed Project site is developed and within/adjacent to existing urbanized areas. No impacts would occur 
to any sensitive plant or animal species as a result of the Proposed Project. A search of the California Natural Diversity Database 
(CNDDB) for the Proposed Project, using a 3.0-mile radius, showed no occurrences of any federally or state listed species within 
the Proposed Project site (California Department of Fish and Wildlife, 2017). Although occurrences of the San Diego woodrat are 
shown on Figure 3-1 (CNDDB Plant and Wildlife Occurrences), located at the end of Section 3, this species is not listed as 
candidate, sensitive, or special-status in any local or regional plan.  

Additionally, a site visit on November 13, 2017, confirmed the absence of any suitable habitats for sensitive plant or animal 
species. The results of the site visit are attached in Appendix B. During the site visit, the biologist noted a potential for 
migratory, nesting birds. However, because the Proposed Project site does not contain suitable habitat for any sensitive plant or 
animal species, no impact would occur. 

b) No Impact – The Proposed Project is a refurbishment to an existing water reclamation facility and would occur within the 
existing facility boundary. The Proposed Project site does not support any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural 
communities identified in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. A City of Malibu Local Coastal Program designated environmentally sensitive habitat area (ESHA) is 
located in Bluffs Park which is located across PCH approximately 230 feet southeast of the Project site. However, the Project is 
not expected to result in any impacts to ESHA designated areas, including those located within Bluffs Park. Therefore, no impact 
to these resources would occur.  
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c) No Impact – The refurbishment to the MMWRP would be constructed on land previously disturbed by development of the 
existing MMWRP and in areas devoid of biological resources, where no riparian habitat or wetlands would be impacted by 
construction activities. Therefore, no impact to these resources would occur. 

d) No Impact – The Proposed Project site is located within a developed urban area and does not support native habitat or any 
migratory fish or wildlife species. Furthermore, the Proposed Project site is not located within a migratory wildlife corridor or 
native wildlife nursery site. Therefore, no impacts to these resources would occur. 

e) No Impact – Per Appendix B of this Initial Study, no species subject to sensitive plant or animal protection occur on-site. 
Therefore, there would be no impact on any policies or ordinances protecting biological resources. 

f) No Impact – The MMWRP is not located within any Habitat Conservation Plan or Natural Community Conservation Plan areas.  

Mitigation Measures 

The Proposed Project would not result in a significant adverse impact to biological resources. Due to the presence of potential 
nesting bird habitat, preconstruction nesting bird surveys should be performed during the nesting season (typically February 1 
to August 31) to avoid potential impacts to nesting birds. No other mitigation measures are proposed. 

BIO-1: Preconstruction nesting bird surveys should be performed during the nesting season (typically February 1 to August 31) 
to avoid potential impacts to nesting birds. 
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V. Cultural Resources. Would the project: 

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a historical resource pursuant to §15064.5?     

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of an archaeological resource pursuant to 
§15064.5? 

    

c) Disturb any human remains, including those interred 
outside of formal cemeteries?     

a) Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated – A Sacred Land File Search with the Native American Heritage 
Commission (NAHC) was completed on February 9, 2018 and results were negative for tribal cultural resources within or near 
the project. A California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) search was also completed in February 2018 and did 
not identify previously recorded cultural resources within the project area. Portions of the project area have also been part of 
five previously conducted cultural resources investigations completed between 1976 and 2001.  

The Proposed Project site does not contain any features or structures with qualities that would be considered historical 
resources. The current nature of the site is disturbed/developed from past MMWRP facility construction. The Proposed Project 
would be located within previously disturbed areas, including the paved parking area along the entrance road. Therefore, no 
substantial adverse changes in the significance of a historical resource, as defined in §15064.5, is expected. Due to ground 
disturbing activities, unexpected historical resource discoveries are possible. With implementation of CUL-1, CUL-2, and CUL-3, 
impacts would be less than significant. 

b) Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated – A Sacred Land File Search with the Native American Heritage 
Commission (NAHC) was completed on February 9, 2018 and results were negative for tribal cultural resources within or near 
the project. A CHRIS search was also completed in February 2018 and did not identify any previously recorded cultural resources 
within the project area. Portions of the project area have also been part of five previously conducted investigations completed 
between 1976 and 2001.  

The Proposed Project site is located on developed land and would impact previously disturbed areas. The Proposed Project 
would not involve any excavation into undeveloped lands, including the paved parking area along the entrance road and grading 
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for the relocated SCE electrical equipment and standby generator. Therefore, the Proposed Project is not expected to cause a 
substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological resource, pursuant to §15064.5. Due to ground disturbing 
activities, unexpected archaeological resource discoveries are possible. With implementation of CUL-1, CUL-2, and CUL-3, 
impacts would be less than significant. 

c) Less-Than-Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated – A Sacred Land File Search with the Native American Heritage 
Commission (NAHC) was completed on February 9, 2018 and results were negative for tribal cultural resources within or near 
the project. A CHRIS search was also completed in February 2018 and did not identify any previously recorded cultural resources 
within the project area. Portions of the project area have also been part of five previously conducted investigations completed 
between 1976 and 2001.  

The Proposed Project site is located on developed land and would impact previously disturbed areas. The Proposed Project 
would not involve any excavation into undeveloped lands. Therefore, the Proposed Project would not disturb any known human 
remains, including those interred outside of formal cemeteries. However, In the event of the discovery of human remains during 
construction, there would be no further excavation or disturbance of the site or any nearby area reasonably suspected to overlie 
adjacent remains. Mitigation Measures CUL-1, CUL-2, and CUL-3 as noted below would be implemented. 

Mitigation Measures 

CUL-1 In the event historical, cultural, archaeological, or tribal cultural resources are inadvertently discovered during the 
course of ground disturbing activities, construction shall seize within 60 feet of the discovery until a qualified archaeologist, 
meeting Secretary of the Interior’s professional qualification standards, can assess the nature of the discovery and determine if 
it qualifies as a significant historical resource, unique archaeological resource, or tribal cultural resource under CEQA. Tribes that 
requested consultation under AB52 will be contacted for consultation if potential Native American resources are discovered 
during Project construction activities. If a resource is determined to be significant, mitigation measures will be developed to 
reduce impacts to the resource and other unknown resources. Mitigation may include avoidance, preservation in place, 
recordation, additional archaeological testing, and data recovery, among other options. The archaeologist shall complete all 
relevant California State Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) 523 Series forms to document the find and submit this 
documentation to the applicant, Lead Agency, and consulting Tribes.  

For discovered Native American burials and funerary objects, Project-related work within a 100-foot buffer of the find will cease. 
Los Angeles County Public Works (including contractors), shall relinquish ownership of the resource through one of the following 
methods:  

a) Preservation in place by accommodating the process for onsite reburial of the discovered items with the consulting 
Native American tribes or bands. This shall include measures and provisions to protect the future reburial area from 
any future impacts. Reburial shall not occur until all cataloguing and basic recordation have been completed. 

b) A curation agreement with an appropriate qualified repository within Los Angeles County that meets federal standards 
per 36 CFR Part 79, and therefore, would be professionally curated and made available to other 
archaeologists/researchers for further study. The collections and associated records shall be transferred, including 
title, to an appropriate curation facility within Los Angeles County, to be accompanied by payment of the fees 
necessary for permanent curation. 

CUL-2 If human remains are discovered, State Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 states that further disturbances and 
activities will cease in any area or nearby area suspected to overlie remains, and the County Coroner will be contacted. Pursuant 
to Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 5097.98, if the remains are thought to be Native American, the Coroner will notify the 
Native American Heritage Commission, which will then notify the Most Likely Descendant. 

CUL-3      The Lead Agency and/or applicant shall, in good faith, consult with Tribes that requested consultation under AB52 on 
the disposition and treatment of any tribal cultural resource encountered during ground disturbing activities. 
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VI. Energy. Would the project: 

a) Result in potentially significant environmental impact due 
to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy 
resources during project construction or operation? 

    

b) Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for 
renewable energy or energy efficiency? 

    

a) Less-Than-Significant – Construction of the Proposed Project would result in the consumption of energy resources, including 
fossil fuels. The consumption of energy is necessary to efficiently construct the Proposed Project consistent with established 
standards, such as the California Building Code. Although construction activities would consume energy, the scale and timeframe 
of the Proposed Project’s construction is such that any minor inefficient energy consumption would not significantly impact the 
environment. 

Operation of the Proposed Project would result in the consumption of energy resources, including the use of fossil fuels for 
activities such as water transport, maintenance equipment, and water treatment. These operational activities are similar in 
nature to current operations and would not significantly impact the environment. 

b) Less-Than-Significant – Construction and operation of the Proposed Project would result in the consumption of both 
renewable and non-renewable energy resources. The consumption of non-renewable resources during construction are 
temporary in nature. Operation of the Proposed Project would result in the consumption of energy resources, including the use 
of fossil fuels for activities such as water transport, maintenance equipment, and water treatment. These operational activities 
are similar in nature to current operations and would not significantly impact the environment. 

The refurbishment of on-site equipment is designed, in part, to improve efficiency of the operation. The Proposed Project would 
reduce non-renewable energy use by providing a localized treatment for wastewater produced in the immediate vicinity. 

The Proposed Project would not have a significant conflict with a state or local plan for renewable energy or energy efficiency. 
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VII. Geology and Soils. Would the project: 

a) Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial 
adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or death 
involving: 

    

i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as 
delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo 
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State 
Geologist for the area or based on other substantial 
evidence of a known fault? Refer to Division of Mines 
and Geology Special Publication 42. 

    

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking?     

iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including 
liquefaction?     

iv) Landslides?     

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?     
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c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or 
that would become unstable as a result of the project, and 
potentially result in on- or offsite landslide, lateral 
spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or collapse? 

    

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B 
of the Uniform Building Code (1994), creating substantial 
risks to life or property? 

    

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use 
of septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems 
where sewers are not available for the disposal of 
wastewater? 

    

f) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological 
resource or site or unique geologic feature? 

    

The Proposed Project would be located on the existing MMWRP property. The Proposed Project site is located on a graded 
parcel in urbanized portion in the City of Malibu and near Pepperdine University, at an elevation of approximately 105 feet 
above mean sea level (msl). The site is within the Malibu Coast fault. 

a(i) Less-Than-Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporation – The Proposed Project is located within an Alquist-Priolo Special 
Study Zone and could directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or death, 
from the rupture of a known earthquake fault. To reduce potential substantial adverse effects, mitigation measure GEO-1 would 
be implemented. Therefore, impacts associated with surface fault rupture would be less than significant with mitigation 
incorporated. 

a(ii) Less-Than-Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporation – The Proposed Project would be designed and constructed in 
conformance with applicable building codes and seismic engineering standards as well as other applicable regulatory 
requirements for facility design. However, to reduce potential adverse effects associated with the exposure of persons or 
structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including risk of loss, injury, or death, from strong seismic ground-shaking, 
mitigation measure GEO-1 would be implemented. Therefore, impacts associated with strong seismic ground shaking would be 
less than significant with mitigation incorporated. 

a(iii) Less-Than-Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporation – The Proposed Project site is located within a fault zone but not 
within a liquefaction zone. The Proposed Project would be designed and constructed in conformance with applicable building 
codes and seismic engineering standards as well as other applicable regulatory requirements for facility design. However, to 
reduce potential adverse effects associated with the exposure of persons or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, 
including risk of loss, injury, or death from seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction, mitigation measure GEO-1 
would be implemented. Therefore, impacts associated with seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction, would be less 
than significant with mitigation incorporated. 

a(iv) Less-Than-Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporation – The Proposed Project site is characterized by relatively flat 
terrain on a graded parcel. Areas that are most susceptible to earthquake-induced landslides are steep slopes in poorly 
cemented or highly fractured rocks, areas underlain by loose, weak soils, and areas on or adjacent to existing landslide deposits. 
To reduce potential adverse effects associated with the landslides, mitigation measure GEO-1 would be implemented. 
Therefore, impacts associated with landslides would be less than significant with mitigation incorporated. 

b) No Impact – The Proposed Project site is located on developed land and would impact previously disturbed areas. No 
important soil resources are present in the Proposed Project area. The site has been graded, leveled, and developed with 
structures and equipment, as well as paved roads and gravel areas. The Proposed Project would not alter the existing drainage 
system or patterns nor increase stormwater flows from the site. Therefore, the construction of Proposed Project would not 
result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil.  

c) Less-than-Significant –The Proposed Project is not located in a susceptible subsidence zone. Therefore, the site is not located 
on a geologic unit that has the potential to result in on- or off-site subsidence. To reduce potential adverse effects associated 
with offsite landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or collapse, the Proposed Project would be designed and 
constructed in conformance with applicable building codes and seismic engineering standards and applicable regulatory 
requirements. 

d) No Impact – The Proposed Project is located on the existing MMWRP site and would not create substantial risks to life or 
property due to onsite expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code (1994).  

e) No Impact – The Proposed Project is a refurbishment to an existing water reclamation plant. No septic tanks or alternative 
wastewater disposal systems would serve the Proposed Project. Therefore, the Proposed Project would not result in impacts 
related to septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems.  



SECTION 3 – INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST 

BI0410191706LAC  3-11 

f) No Impact – The Proposed Project site is located on developed land and would impact previously disturbed areas. No known 
unique paleontological or geologic resources are present in the project area. The project site has been graded, leveled, and 
developed with structures and equipment, as well as paved roads and gravel areas. Therefore, construction of the Proposed 
Project would not result in direct or indirect impacts to a unique paleontological resource or site or unique geologic feature. 

Mitigation Measure 

GEO-1 The structural design and construction of the facilities shall at a minimum be in accordance with the requirements of 
the most recent Uniform Building Code, including the latest supplements for Groundshaking Zone 4 and the recommendations 
of the project geotechnical engineer. 
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VIII. Greenhouse Gas Emissions. Would the project: 

a) Generate greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, either 
directly or indirectly, that may have a significant impact on the 
environment? 

    

b) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy, or regulation 
adopted for the purpose of reducing the GHG emissions?     

a) Less-than-Significant – GHG emissions from the Proposed Project would not have a significant impact on the environment.  

GHG emissions would occur during Proposed Project construction and would include emissions from fuel combustion in 
construction equipment, haul trucks, and worker commute vehicles. GHG emissions from construction equipment and vehicles 
were estimated using CalEEMod (CAPCOA, 2017) for the proposed equipment usage and vehicle miles traveled. Estimated GHG 
emissions for Proposed Project construction are reported in terms of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e) emissions in metric tons 
per year, as presented in Table 3-2. CO2e is a metric measure used to compare the emissions from various greenhouse gases 
based upon their global warming potential. During Proposed Project operation, GHG emissions from the new standby generator 
would be negligible from the infrequent routine maintenance and testing. Direct emission increase of GHG from treatment 
system is not expected because the Proposed Project would not increase the treatment capacity, and the aerobic wastewater 
treatment process used at the facility does not generate methane. Indirect GHG emissions would occur due to the increased 
power demand. The Proposed Project would use electricity from the California’s power grid that meets the Renewables 
Portfolio Standard, consistent with the Assembly Bill 32 GHG and Senate Bill 32 GHG emission reduction goals and the latest 
strategies for achieving the GHG reduction goals in the 2017 Climate Change Scoping Plan Update: The Proposed Strategy for 
Achieving California’s 2030 Greenhouse Gas Target (CARB, 2017b). The annual GHG emissions from electricity purchasing and 
the construction emissions amortized over 30 years, are less than the SCAQMD interim GHG significance threshold of 10,000 
metric tons per year for industrial projects. Details of the emission calculations are provided in Appendix A. Therefore, the 
Proposed Project would result in a less-than-significant impact from GHG emissions. 

Table 3-2. Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

Emission Carbon Dioxide Equivalent 

GHG Construction Emissions Total (metric ton) 1,693 

Amortized GHG Construction Emissions (metric ton per year) 56 

SCAQMD Threshold (metric ton per year) 10,000 

 

b) Less-Than-Significant – The Proposed Project would not conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted for the 
purpose of reducing GHG emissions. 

The Proposed Project would not conflict with an applicable plan, policy, or regulation adopted to reduce GHG emissions. On 
June 1, 2005, EO S-3-05 was signed and set a goal to reduce California’s GHG emissions to (1) year 2000 levels by 2010, (2) year 
1990 levels by the 2020, and (3) 80 percent below year 1990 levels by 2050. In 2006, this goal was further reinforced with the 
passage of Assembly Bill 32. In 2016, the Legislature passed Senate Bill 32, which established a new target for GHG emissions 
reductions in the state at 40 percent of 1990 levels by 2030. On January 20, 2017, CARB released the 2017 Climate Change 
Scoping Plan Update: The Proposed Strategy for Achieving California’s 2030 Greenhouse Gas Target (CARB, 2017b). This Scoping 
Plan Update establishes a proposed framework of action for the state to meet Senate Bill 32 GHG reduction goals.  
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The Proposed Project would result in GHG emissions lower than the SCAQMD significance threshold, as discussed previously; 
therefore, it would not hinder or otherwise conflict with the Assembly Bill 32 or the Assembly Bill 32 Scoping Plan or Plan 
Update for reducing GHG emissions. 
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VIX. Hazards and Hazardous Materials. Would the project: 

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment through the routine transport, use, or 
disposal of hazardous materials? 

    

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment through reasonably foreseeable upset and 
accident conditions involving the release of hazardous 
materials into the environment? 

    

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or 
acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste within 
one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school? 

    

d) Be located on a site, which is included on a list of 
hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to 
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, 
would it create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment? 

    

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan 
or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within 2 
miles of a public airport or public-use airport, would the 
project result in a safety hazard or excessive noise for 
people residing or working in the Proposed Project area? 

    

f) Impair implementation of or physically interfere 
with an adopted emergency response plan or emergency 
evacuation plan? 

    

g) Expose people or structures, either directly or 
indirectly, to a significant risk of loss, injury, or death 
involving wildland fires? 

    

The Proposed Project would be located within the existing MMWRP property, which stores and uses chemicals, such as polymers 
for current wastewater treatment processes. The transport use and storage of hazardous materials are controlled by state and 
federal regulations and permits for the use of such substances require adequate containment of the chemicals to reduce the 
potential for release to the environment. 

The Proposed Project activities would be located within a fenced and gated facility of the MMWRP and chemicals would be 
transported, stored, and disposed of in accordance with state and federal regulations, with the exception of a temporary 
construction parking by the facility entrance. 

a) Less-Than-Significant – Construction of the Proposed Project would require that petroleum materials and other potentially 
hazardous materials be transported to, and used at, the Proposed Project site. Construction activities would be conducted 
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consistent with hazardous waste management and disposal regulations, and uncontrolled releases of hazardous substances to 
the environment would not be anticipated. 

Hazardous material would be transported, used, and disposed of in accordance with standard regulations and BMPs to avoid a 
significant risk or health hazard associated with the use generation, and disposal of hazardous materials and wastes. Standard 
regulations such as Title 22 Division 4.5 Environmental Health Standards for the Management of Hazardous Waste, Title 23 
Waters, and Title 27 Environmental Protection, would be followed with respect to the use, storage, handling, disposal, and 
transport of potentially hazardous materials during construction to protect human health and the environment from upsets or 
accidents. Adherence to regulatory requirements would avoid impacts related to transport, use, or disposal of hazardous 
materials. Therefore, construction of the Proposed Project would result in a less-than-significant impact. 

In addition, hazardous materials necessary to MMWRP operations would be stored and used according to manufacturers’ 
specifications and applicable federal, state, and locally mandated procedures. In the event of an accidental spill or release of 
hazardous materials, the spill would be contained and cleaned up in accordance with federal and state regulations. Therefore, 
operation of the Proposed Project would result in a less-than-significant impact related to the transport, use, or disposal of 
hazardous materials. 

b) Less-Than-Significant – Construction activities would be conducted consistent with hazardous waste management and disposal 
regulations, and uncontrolled releases of hazardous substances to the environment, though not anticipated, would be contained 
and cleaned up in accordance with standard regulations. As previously discussed in the response to (a) above, hazardous 
materials would be transported, used, and disposed of in accordance with standard regulations and BMPs to avoid a significant 
hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of 
hazardous materials into the environment. 

Additionally, during operation, potentially harmful materials would be stored and used according to manufacturers’ specifications 
and applicable federal, state, and locally mandated procedures, and are detailed in a site-specific operation Health and Safety 
Plan. In the event of an accidental spill or release of potentially hazardous materials, facility-specific safety procedures would be 
followed. Therefore, the Proposed Project would not create a significant hazard to the public or environment through reasonably 
foreseeable upset and accident condition. Impacts involving the release of hazardous materials to the environment would be less 
than significant. 

c) Less-Than-Significant – The Proposed Project is located on the existing MMWRP property. Pepperdine University is within 0.25-
mile of the existing MMWRP. Construction activities would be conducted consistent with hazardous waste management and 
disposal regulations, and uncontrolled releases of hazardous substances to the environment, though not anticipated, would be 
contained and cleaned up in accordance with standard regulations. As previously discussed in the response to (a) above, 
hazardous materials would be transported, used, and disposed in accordance with standard regulations and BMPs to avoid a 
significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the 
release of hazardous materials into the environment. 

Additionally, during operation, potentially harmful materials would be stored and used according to manufacturers’ specifications 
and applicable federal, state, and locally mandated procedures, and are detailed in a site-specific operation Health and Safety 
Plan. In the event of an accidental spill or release of potentially hazardous materials, facility-specific safety procedures would be 
followed. Therefore, the Proposed Project would have the potential to emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely 
hazardous materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school. 

d) Less-Than-Significant – The Proposed Project would be located within the existing MMWRP property, which is not listed on the 
Department of Toxic Substances Control, Hazardous Waste and Substances Site List (Cortese List), for contamination associated 
with abandoned landfill sites. A review of data provided by EPA in the Enviro-mapper (EPA, 2017b) was also completed. Enviro-
mapper indicated that no known hazardous materials sites exist on or near the Proposed Project site.  

If lead-based paint is encountered, the construction contractor would handle and remove the lead-containing materials in 
accordance with standard regulations. In addition, excavations should be monitored for changes in soil coloration and/or odor 
that might indicate contamination. If contaminated soils are encountered, the handling and removal of contaminated soil would 
be completed in accordance with standard regulations.  

e) No Impact – The Proposed Project site is not located within an area subject to an Airport Land Use Plan and is not within 2 
miles of a public airport or public-use airport. Therefore, the Proposed Project would not result in airport-related safety hazards 
or excessive noise to people residing or working in the Proposed Project area. 

f) No Impact – During construction of the Proposed Project, roads adjacent to the Proposed Project site would remain open, 
eliminating any potential impact related to access for emergency vehicles. Therefore, the Proposed Project would not interfere 
with an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan and no impact would occur. 

g) No Impact – The Proposed Project is located within the existing MMWRP property, which has been developed with existing 
facilities. The Proposed Project site is within and adjacent to a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone and is under County of Los 
Angeles fire jurisdiction. During construction, contractors would have and retain applicable construction Health and Safety Plans 
and a site-specific operation Health and Safety Plan in place. The Proposed Project would not involve the construction of 
residences or habitable structures. Proposed Project construction and operation would not increase the risk of wildfire. 
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Therefore, the construction and operation of the Proposed Project would have a less-than-significant impact to direct or indirect 
exposure of people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury, or death involving wildland fires. 
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X. Hydrology and Water Quality. Would the project: 

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge 
requirements or otherwise substantially degrade surface or 
groundwater quality? 

    

b) Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere 
substantially with groundwater recharge such that the project 
may impede sustainable groundwater management of the 
basin? 

    

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site 
or area, including through the alteration of the course of a 
stream or river or through the addition of impervious surfaces, 
in a manner which would: 

    

(i): result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site;     

(ii): substantially increase the rate or amount of surface 
runoff in a manner which would result in flooding on- or 
off-site; 

    

(iii): create or contribute runoff water which would exceed 
the capacity of existing or planned stormwater drainage 
systems or provide substantial additional sources of 
polluted runoff; or 

    

(iv): impede or redirect flood flows?     

d) In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk release of 
pollutants due to project inundation?     

e) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality 
control plan or sustainable groundwater management plan?     

The Proposed Project would be located on the existing MMWRP property, which is located approximately 0.3-mile from the 
Pacific Ocean at an elevation of over 105 feet above MSL. 

The existing MMWRP and Proposed Project site is not located within a 100-year floodplain, according to data shown on Flood 
Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) 06037C1537F, Panel 1537 of 2350. The Proposed Project site is designated Zone D, which is 
designated for areas with possible but undetermined flood hazards. No flood hazard analysis has been conducted.  

a) Less-Than-Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated – The Proposed Project would improve the reliability of treatment 
and would provide adequate treatment with two treatment trains to comply with all water recycling and discharge limits.  

Temporary impacts to surface water quality could occur during construction in association with grading and excavation, 
trenching, and equipment operation. Earthmoving equipment operation and maintenance activities would increase the potential 
for sediment and pollutant loading to stormwater runoff to onsite drainages.  

To reduce the potential for impacts to surface water quality associated with potential sediment loading and residual contaminate 
runoff, mitigation measures HYDRO-1 and HYDRO-2 would be implemented. 
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With implementation of these measures, the potential for the Proposed Project to violate water quality standards, water 
discharge requirements, or otherwise substantially degrade surface or groundwater quality, would be reduced and therefore 
impacts would be less than significant with mitigation incorporated. 

b) No Impact – The Proposed Project is a refurbishment to an existing water reclamation facility with process and equipment 
design that would be incorporated into existing operations. The Proposed Project does not propose the installation of a new 
water production well or other devices to extract groundwater. The Proposed Project would not result in the use of groundwater. 
Therefore, no impact to groundwater supplies or substantial interference with groundwater recharge, such that the Proposed 
Project may impede sustainable groundwater management of the basin, would occur. 

c(i) Less-Than-Significant Impact– The Proposed Project would occur within the existing MMWRP property, which is currently 
developed with adequate stormwater drainage to accommodate project-related construction and operation. Operation of the 
Proposed Project would be integrated with the existing MMWRP and due to the location and size of the proposed facilities, no 
substantial alteration of the existing storm drain facilities are required. The existing MMWRP and Proposed Project site and 
surrounding areas do not contain hydraulic defined features such as streams or rivers and the associated potential for erosion or 
siltation on- or off-site would be limited. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant. 

c(ii) Less-Than-Significant Impact – The Proposed Project would occur within the existing MMWRP property, which is currently 
developed with adequate stormwater drainage to accommodate project-related construction and operation. Operation of the 
Proposed Project would be integrated with the existing MMWRP. The facility refurbishments would not increase the runoff rate 
of stormwater to a substantial level. The existing MMWRP and Proposed Project site and surrounding areas do not contain 
hydraulic defined features such as streams or rivers and the potential for flooding, on- or off-site is minimal. Therefore, surface 
runoff which could result in flooding would be less than significant. 

c(iii) Less-Than-Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated – The Proposed Project would occur within the existing MMWRP 
property, which is currently developed with adequate stormwater drainage to accommodate project-related construction and 
operation. Operation of the Proposed Project would be integrated with the existing MMWRP. The facility refurbishments would 
not increase the runoff rate of stormwater to a substantial level. The existing MMWRP and Proposed Project site and surrounding 
areas do not contain hydraulic defined features such as streams or rivers, and the potential for substantial additional sources of 
polluted runoff is minimal. Therefore, with the implementation of mitigation measures HYDRO-1 and HYDRO-2, surface runoff 
that would exceed the capacity of existing or planned stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial additional sources of 
polluted runoff would be less than significant. 

c(iv) Less-Than-Significant Impact – The Proposed Project would occur within the existing MMWRP property, which is currently 
developed with adequate stormwater drainage to accommodate project-related construction and operation. Operation of the 
Proposed Project would be integrated with the existing MMWRP. The facility refurbishments would not impede or redirect flood 
flows to a substantial level. The existing MMWRP and Proposed Project site and surrounding areas do not contain hydraulic 
defined features such as streams or rivers, and the potential for flooding, on- or off-site is minimal. Therefore, impacts to flood 
flows would be less than significant. 

d) No Impact – The Proposed Project is located outside of the 100-year floodplain (according to data shown on FIRM 
06037C1537F, Panel 1537 of 2350), flood hazard zone, tsunami inundation zone, and it is not likely that it would be inundated by 
a seiche. Therefore, no impact from a release of pollutants due to Proposed Project inundation would occur. 

e) Less-Than-Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated – The Proposed Project is a refurbishment to an existing water 
reclamation facility with process and equipment design that would be incorporated in to the existing MMWRP. The Proposed 
Project would not impact groundwater; therefore, would not impact a sustainable groundwater management plan.  

The Proposed Project would occur within the existing MMWRP property, which is currently developed with adequate stormwater 
drainage to accommodate project-related construction and operation. Operation of the Proposed Project would be integrated 
with the existing MMWRP. The existing MMWRP and Proposed Project site and surrounding areas do not contain hydraulic 
defined features such as streams or rivers, and the associated potential for negative water quality impacts would be limited. 
Therefore, with the implementation of mitigation measures HYDRO-1 and HYDRO-2, impacts to a water quality control plan 
would be less than significant.   

Mitigation Measures 

HYDRO-1 All construction staging and maintenance will be contained within the Proposed Project site. In addition, construction 
equipment will be maintained as part of standard construction practices and routinely inspected to prevent contaminant leaks.  

HYDRO-2 County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works will require that the construction contractor prepare and implement 
a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) that specifies best management practices (BMPs) designed to prevent all 
construction pollutants from contacting stormwater and with the intent of keeping all products of erosion from moving offsite 
into receiving waters. The SWPPP will include a Spill Prevention and Cleanup Plan that identifies the methods of containment, 
cleanup, transport, and proper disposal of hazardous chemicals or materials released during construction activities that are 
compatible with applicable laws and regulations. BMPs to be implemented in the SWPPP may include, but are not limited to, the 
following: 

• Use of silt fences 
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• Use of temporary stormwater desilting or retention basins 
• Use of water bars to reduce the velocity of stormwater runoff 
• Use of wheel washers on construction equipment leaving the site 
• Washing or sweeping of silt from public roads at the access point to the site to prevent the tracking of silt and other 

pollutants from site onto public roads 
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XI. Land Use and Planning. Would the project: 

a) Physically divide an established community?     

b) Cause a significant environmental impact due to a conflict 
with any land use plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the 
purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect? 

    

The Proposed Project would be located on the existing MMWRP property, which is designated Institutional (I) land use in the 
2017 Malibu Local Coastal Program. The I land use designation accommodates public and quasi-public uses and facilities. The 
zoning for the Proposed Project site is also Institutional (I), which conditionally allows for public utility facilities. 

The Proposed Project site is surrounded by SFM (north and west), Public Open Space (south), and Public and Semi-Public (west) 
land uses. The Proposed Project site is surrounded by SFM (north and west), Public Open Space (south), and Agricultural-1 (west) 
zoning districts. 

a) No Impact – The Proposed Project involves refurbishment of an existing facility, within the existing property boundary. 
Construction would be temporary and localized. The Proposed Project would be located on the existing MMWRP property, which 
is designated Institutional (I) in the 2017 City of Malibu Local Coastal Program. The zoning for the Proposed Project site is 
Institutional (I) which conditionally allows for public and quasi-public uses and facilities. The Proposed Project would not result in 
an expansion outside of the current site boundaries or change in or intensification of land use. Therefore, the Proposed Project 
would not physically divide an established community. 

b) No Impact – The Proposed Project involves refurbishment of an existing facility, within the existing property boundary. 
Construction would be temporary and localized. The Proposed Project would be located on the existing MMWRP property, which 
is designated Institutional (I) in the 2017 City of Malibu Local Coastal Program. The zoning for the Proposed Project site is 
Institutional (I), which conditionally allows for public and quasi-public uses and facilities. No expansion outside of the current site 
boundaries would occur off the Proposed Project site.  

Across PCH to the south of the Proposed Project site, the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy and the Mountains Recreation 
and Conservation Authority operate 77 acres of environmentally sensitive habitat areas within Malibu Bluffs Park. The Proposed 
Project site is not within or immediately adjacent to any area subject to a habitat conservation plan or natural community 
conservation plan. Therefore, the Proposed Project would not conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or regulation 
and, therefore, would have no impact to land use plans, policies, or regulations adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating 
an environmental effect.  
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XII. Mineral Resources. Would the project: 

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral 
resource that would be of value to the region and the 
residents of the state? 

    

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally important 
mineral resource recovery site delineated on a local general 
plan, specific plan, or other land use plan? 
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The Proposed Project site and surrounding area are designated MRZ-3 (significance of mineral deposits undetermined), 
according to the State Department of Conservation’s Mineral Land Classification Map – Malibu Beach Quadrangle, Special 
Report 143, Plate 2.13 (State of California, 1979).  

a) No Impact – The Proposed Project involves refurbishment of an existing water reclamation facility and would not require the 
use of mineral resources and, therefore, would not affect the availability of any known mineral resources. The Proposed Project 
would not result in the loss of availability of known mineral resources that would be of value to the region and the residents of 
the state.  

b) No Impact – The Proposed Project site is not located in an area where mineral resources of regional or statewide significance 
are known to occur. As mineral resources have not been identified onsite, the Proposed Project would not result in the loss of 
availability of a locally important mineral resource recovery site delineated on the State Department of Conservation’s Mineral 
Land Classification Map – Malibu Beach Quadrangle, Special Report 143, Plate 2.13 (State of California, 1979). 
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XIII. Noise. Would the project result in: 

a) Generation of a substantial temporary or permanent 
increase in ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the project in 
excess of standards established in the local general plan or noise 
ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies? 

    

b) Generation of excessive ground-borne vibration or ground-
borne noise levels?     

c) For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip 
or an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been 
adopted, within 2 miles of a public airport or public-use airport, 
would the project expose people residing or working in the 
project area to excessive noise levels? 

    

The Proposed Project is surrounded by residences, open space, and Pepperdine University. The nearest noise-sensitive receptor 
to the Proposed Project is a residence located approximately 100 feet west of the existing MMWRP property. 

Onsite wastewater processing and operations activities must meet the County of Los Angeles noise standards at the nearest 
property line shared with any adjacent uses.  

As specified in Section 12.08.440 Construction Noise of the County of Los Angeles Municipal Code, operating or causing the 
operation of any tools or equipment used in construction, drilling, repair, alteration, or demolition work between weekday 
hours of 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., or at any time on Sundays or holidays, such that the sound therefrom creates a noise 
disturbance across a residential or commercial real-property line, except for emergency work of public service utilities or by 
variance issued by the health office is prohibited.  

a) Less-Than-Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated – A temporary increase in noise levels would be expected during 
the construction phase of the Proposed Project. Project-related construction noise would be associated with the operation of 
equipment and vehicles required for site preparation and building construction activities. However, construction noise would be 
in accordance with County of Los Angeles noise standards. In addition, mitigation measures NOI-1 and NOI-2 would be 
implemented to reduce noise-related construction impacts to less-than-significant.  

The Proposed Project operations would be integrated with the current wastewater processing activities at the existing MMWRP 
and involve refurbishment to the existing facilities currently in operation. New equipment would be housed in structures for 
protection against potentially damaging environmental forces. These structures would also attenuate noise levels during 
operations, to some degree.  

The new 450 kW standby generator, which would replace an existing on-site generator, would require infrequent but routine 
testing and maintenance. The standby generator would be equipped with a side-mounted silencer and located within a sound 
enclosure approximately 100 feet from the adjacent residential property line to the west, as shown in Figure 2-2. An 
approximate 7 foot tall berm provides a topographic barrier between the standby generator and the adjacent residential 
property, and would further attenuate noise produced the standby generator testing.  

Per County of Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 12.08.390, exterior noise measured at residential property lines shall not 
exceed 50 dBA (7:00 am to 10:00 pm). In the event existing ambient noise exceeds 50 dBA, the existing ambient noise level 
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becomes the exterior noise level standard. Emergency use of the standby generator would be exempt from noise standards, per 
County of Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 12.08570(A). 

With the implementation of mitigation measures NOI-1, NOI-2, and NOI-3, noise-related construction and operational impacts 
would be less than significant with mitigation incorporated. 

b) Less-Than-Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated – Construction of the Proposed Project would be temporary and 
short-term (occur over a 41-months plus 3 months for the testing and startup period) and may require pile-driving or other 
activities commonly known to produce excessive ground-borne vibration or ground-borne noise. The nearest noise-sensitive 
receptor to the Proposed Project is a residential structure located approximately 100 feet west of the existing MMWRP property 
boundary. Heavy equipment can generate noise levels ranging from about 76 to 89 A-weighted decibels (dBA) when measured 
at 50 feet, and 70 to 83 dBA when measured at 100 feet, without implementation of noise-reduction measures. As with all 
construction equipment noise, these noise levels would diminish rapidly with distance from the construction site, with a 
decrease of approximately 6 dBA per doubling of distance. With the implementation of mitigation measures NOI-1 and NOI-2, 
impacts from ground-borne vibration or ground-borne noise would be less than significant. 

c) No Impact – The Proposed Project site is not located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or an airport land use plan and is 
not within 2 miles of a public airport or public-use airport. Therefore, no associated impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures 

NOI -1 Construction activities will not occur during the weekday hours of 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., and will not be performed at 
any time on Sundays or holidays, consistent with the County of Los Angeles noise ordinance.  

NOI -2 All construction vehicles and fixed or mobile mechanical equipment will be equipped with properly operating and 
maintained sound attenuating devices, such as mufflers. 

NOI -3 Building design and construction, including for the proposed blowers and standby generator, will include sufficient 
insulation to attenuate noise levels during operations to comply with County of Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 12.08.390. 
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XIV. Population and Housing. Would the project: 

a) Induce substantial unplanned population growth in an 
area, either directly (e.g., by proposing new homes and 
businesses) or indirectly (e.g., through extension of roads or 
other infrastructure)? 

    

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing people or housing, 
necessitating the construction of replacement housing 
elsewhere? 

    

The Proposed Project would not increase treatment capacity of the existing MMWRP. Construction and operation of the 
Proposed Project would not generate new permanent job opportunities that could attract people to the Proposed Project area. 
The Proposed Project would create approximately 25 short-term construction employment opportunities. However, these jobs 
would not be of sufficient number or duration to induce substantial population growth by attracting people for permanent 
residence. 

a) No Impact – The Proposed Project would not increase the treatment capacity of the existing MMWRP. Therefore, the Proposed 
Project would not directly or indirectly induce substantial unplanned population growth in the area.  

b) No Impact – The Proposed Project would not displace existing people or housing or necessitate the construction of 
replacement housing. No residential units exist onsite. The Proposed Project has no potential to displace any existing people or 
housing or require the relocation of people. 
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XV. Public Services. 

Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or physically altered 
governmental facilities, need for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause 
significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives 
for any of the following public services? 

a) Fire protection     

b) Police protection     

c) Schools     

d) Parks     

e) Other public facilities     

The Proposed Project would not increase treatment capacity of the existing MMWRP. The existing MMWRP maintains equipment 
onsite to respond to small scale emergencies, such as incipient stage fires, until the fire department equipment arrives and onsite 
emergency equipment would continue to be provided as part of the proposed operations. The MMWRP is located within a fenced 
area and the site is gated and locked.  

a-e) No Impact – The Proposed Project would be located within the existing MMWRP property within the City of Malibu and is 
within the County of Los Angeles Fire Department and California Department jurisdiction. Station #88 is located approximately 1 
mile from the Proposed Project site at 23720 Malibu Road, Malibu, CA 90265. Emergency response from fire agencies would not 
be affected by the Proposed Project. 

The Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department has jurisdiction over the Proposed Project area and nearby unincorporated areas. 
Patrols and emergency response would not be impacted by the Proposed Project. 

The nearest educational facility is Pepperdine University, which is located approximately 150 feet west of MMWRP, immediately 
west of John Tyler Drive would not be affected by the Proposed Project or ongoing operations and maintenance. Our Lady of 
Malibu School and Webster Elementary School are both located approximately 0.7-mile from the Proposed Project site and would 
not be affected by the Proposed Project or ongoing operations and maintenance.  

Malibu Bluffs Park is the nearest public park and is located approximately 150 feet south of MMWRP, immediately south of PCH, 
and would not be affected by the Proposed Project. Other schools and parks within the vicinity would not be affected by the 
Proposed Project.  

No other public facilities would be affected by the Proposed Project.  
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XVI. Recreation. Would the project: 

a) Increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional 
parks or other recreational facilities such that substantial 
physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be 
accelerated? 

    

b) Include recreational facilities or require the construction 
or expansion of recreational facilities that might have an 
adverse physical effect on the environment? 
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The Proposed Project would be located on the existing MMWRP property. No recreational facilities exist onsite. Malibu Bluffs 
Park is the nearest public park and is located approximately 150 feet south of MMWRP, immediately south of PCH, and would 
not be affected by the Proposed Project. The Proposed Project would not generate new jobs nor induce people to move to the 
Proposed Project area and would not result in the increased use of existing neighborhood and regional parks. The Proposed 
Project does not propose any new recreational facilities nor would it impact any existing recreational facilities. 

a) No Impact – The Proposed Project would not affect the physical condition or the use of existing neighborhood and regional 
parks or other recreational facilities.  

b) No Impact – The Proposed Project does not include recreational facilities and would not require the construction or 
expansion of recreational facilities. The Proposed Project would not have an adverse physical effect on the environment related 
to recreational facilities. 
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XVII. Transportation. Would the project: 

a) Conflict with a program plan, ordinance, or policy 
addressing the circulation system, including transit, roadway, 
bicycle and pedestrian facilities? 

    

b) Conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines section 
15064.3, subdivision (b)?     

c) Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design 
feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or 
incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)? 

    

d) Result in inadequate emergency access?     

The Proposed Project is located on the northwest corner of PCH and John Tyler Drive within the City of Malibu. The Proposed 
Project can be accessed from the east and from the west from a driveway on Malibu Country Drive, via John Tyler Drive from 
either direction on PCH. Proposed construction would take place within the property boundary of the existing MMWRP and 
would be constructed on land previously disturbed by development of the MMWRP. Access to the MMWRP during construction 
would continue to occur along Malibu Country Drive. A description of the regional and local road network is provided below. 

Regional and Local Roadways 

PCH (Highway 1), is a four-lane divided east-west state highway along the Pacific Coast. PCH is the only major arterial within the 
city and has average daily traffic (ADT) volumes of 29,500 to 36,500 vehicles per day (Caltrans, 2016) near Malibu Country Drive. 
PCH has a posted speed limit between 45 and 55 miles per hour and is designated as a Modified Major Arterial in the City of 
Malibu General Plan (City of Malibu, California, and Quality Code Publishing, 2017). PCH primarily serves commuters during the 
weekday peak hours, but it also serves as the main access route for recreational travel to the beaches. Project access is provided 
via the signalized intersection at PCH and John Tyler Drive.  

John Tyler Drive is a north-south local road that provides the main access to Pepperdine University. John Tyler Drive is four lanes 
between PCH and Malibu Country Drive and narrows to two lanes north of Malibu Country Drive. 

Malibu Country Drive is a two-lane residential street providing access to the Malibu Country Estates. Access to the site is provided 
immediately off Malibu Country Drive, immediately west of the intersection at John Tyler Drive. 

Transit, Bicycle, and Pedestrian Facilities 
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One bus line operated by the Los Angeles Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) serves the study area. Metro route 534 
is an east-west line that operates between downtown Santa Monica and Zuma County Beach, daily. Within the vicinity of the site, 
route 534 travels along PCH with a stop located on the north and south sides of PCH at John Tyler Drive (Metro, 2017). 

PCH is a designated bicycle route in the City of Malibu General Plan (City of Malibu, California, and Quality Code Publishing, 
2017); however, within the vicinity of the site, bike lanes and paths are not present. Sidewalks are provided on most of the local 
streets in the area. There are no sidewalks on PCH. 

Regulatory Standards 

Level of service (LOS) is a qualitative description of traffic operating conditions that range from LOS A (free-flow conditions with 
little or no delay) to LOS F (forced-flow conditions with extreme delays). LOS is the standard method for assessing performance. 
The Circulation and Infrastructure Element of the City of Malibu General Plan (City of Malibu, California, and Quality Code 
Publishing, 2017) states where LOS at signalized intersections and roadways is below LOS C, the City shall ensure that proposed 
development maintains the then current LOS. Where LOS at signalized intersections and roadways is at LOS C or better, the City 
shall ensure that proposed development (1) does not cause a degradation of LOS greater than or equal to two percent and (2) 
does not degrade LOS below LOS C. 

PCH is also part of the Los Angeles County Congestion Management Program (CMP) network, which establishes a LOS standard of 
LOS D or better (Metro, 2010).  

In addition to the LOS standards, both the City and the CMP require a traffic study be prepared to analyze traffic conditions 
where the Proposed Project would add 50 or more trips during either the AM or PM weekday peak hours. If the traffic study 
identifies no location where this would occur, no further traffic analysis is required. 

 

Evaluation 

The following impact analysis focuses on the potential Proposed Project impacts during the construction phase. Construction 
activities would result in a temporary increase in traffic due to construction workers commutes and equipment and materials 
deliveries. Up to 25 construction workers would have the potential to be onsite on any given day, which would generate a 
maximum of 50 construction worker trips per day (travel to and from the site). It is assumed that the construction workers would 
arrive during the morning peak hour (25 AM peak hour trips) and depart during the afternoon peak hour (25 PM peak hour trips). 
Additionally, up to 5 truck trips (10 trips total) would be required daily for delivery of materials and equipment. The truck trips 
are assumed to occur throughout the day. Construction is expected to occur over 41 months plus 3 months for the testing and 
startup period.  

Minor changes in traffic patterns may occur with regards to Pepperdine University students and staff accessing the school via 
John Tyler Drive. This may result a minor increase in ingress and egress at Pepperdine University’s Malibu Canyon Road gate as 
university traffic avoids construction vehicles. 

With the refurbishment, MMWRP would operate with minimal change in operational activities. Project operation would not 
require additional equipment or material deliveries or create additional offsite disposal requirements. Onsite staff requirements 
would be related to facility oversight, inspection, and routine/scheduled maintenance. Once constructed, there would be no 
increase in the number of existing permanent staff and very minimal, if any, increase in the number of trucks currently required 
for operations and maintenance activities. Vehicles entering and exiting the MMWRP would continue as existing and use Malibu 
Country Drive. No impacts due to operations and maintenance activities are anticipated and are thus not analyzed further. 

a) No Impact – Temporary traffic impacts were evaluated by considering the volume of traffic associated with construction 
activities, and the surrounding roadway network. PCH currently carries up to 36,500 ADT near the site with approximately 4,600 
peak hour trips. The 50 Proposed Project-added daily trips and 25 peak hour trips represent a 0.5 percent or less increase in 
traffic on PCH. This increase in traffic would be temporary and would not represent a substantial contribution to the traffic 
volume on the existing highway or result in reduced capacity or congestion at intersections.  

Traffic volumes are not available for the local roadways; however, the Proposed Project trips would only travel on John Tyler 
Drive for less than 500 feet before turning into the Project driveway. Arrival and departure of vehicles would be coordinated with 
the City of Malibu to minimize impacts to local traffic and parking for the Project would be provided entirely onsite. Construction 
would occur during permitted hours identified in the Los Angeles County Building Code and construction activities would comply 
with the Los Angeles County’s requirements. No construction activities would occur outside these hours or on Sundays or federal 
holidays, unless a temporary waiver is granted by an authorized agency representative.  

Since there are less than 50 trips added (temporarily) during the weekday peak hours, the City and CMP requirements for a traffic 
study are not applicable. Therefore, there are no identified changes to LOS. The Project would have no impact on the transit 
route or bus stop located on PCH, roadways, bicycles, and pedestrian facilities. There would also be no permanent changes 
related to transportation. Therefore, the Proposed Project would not be expected to conflict with adopted policies, plans, 
ordinances, or programs supporting the circulation system, and there would be no impact for this criterion. 

b) Less-Than-Significant Impact – CEQA Guidelines 15064.3(b) provide guidance for the evaluation of vehicle miles traveled 
(VMT). Section (3) allows for qualitatively analysis of VMT impacts, considering factors such as “the availability of transit, 
proximity to other destinations, etc.” Further guidance is that “for many projects, a qualitative analysis of construction traffic may 



SECTION 3 – INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST 

3-22  BI0410191706LAC 

be appropriate.” The California Office of Planning and Research published the Technical Advisory on Evaluating Transportation 
Impacts in CEQA (December 2018). That guidance indicates that “projects that generate or attract fewer than 110 trips per day 
generally may be assumed to cause a less-than-significant transportation impact.” Because the temporary trip generation 
associated with construction activity is below that threshold, there is a less-than-significant impact related to VMT, and the 
Proposed Project would have a less-than-significant impact per CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3(b). 

c) No Impact – The Proposed Project is a refurbishment to an existing water reclamation facility with process and equipment 
design that would be incorporated into existing MMWRP operations. The Proposed Project would not involve any physical 
changes to the access routes at or near the Project site during construction. Access to the site would be provided from the 
existing driveway on Malibu Country Road and no change in land use is proposed. Therefore, the Proposed Project would not 
increase hazards on area roadways due to a geometric design feature or incompatible use. There would be no impact.  

d) No Impact – The Proposed Project would not involve any physical changes to the access routes at or near the Proposed 
Project site during either construction or operations. Emergency access to the site would continue to be provided from existing 
routes and emergency access would be maintained always. Therefore, the Proposed Project is not expected to affect emergency 
access or result in inadequate emergency access. There would be no impact. 
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XVIII. Tribal Cultural Resources. Would the project: 

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of 
a tribal cultural resource, defined in PRC section 21074 as 
either a site, feature, place, cultural landscape that is 
geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of the 
landscape, sacred place, or object with cultural value to a 
California Native American tribe, and that is: 

    

i) Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of 
Historical Resources, or in a local register or historical 
resources as defined in PRC section 5020.1(k), or 

    

ii) A resource determined by the lead agency, in its 
discretion and supported by substantial evidence, to be 
significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of 
PRC Section 5024.1 In applying the criteria set forth in 
subdivision (c) of PRC Section 5024.1, the lead agency shall 
consider the significance of the resource to a California Native 
American tribe.  

    

a(i)Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated – The MMWRP property has been previously leveled, graded and 
developed with structures and various water reclamation plant equipment, paved access roads, and open areas covered in 
gravel. The site is fenced and gated and located in an area that is developed with residential uses. In addition, there would be no 
potential for the loss of an important example of history or prehistory or other cultural resources from the Proposed Project as 
the only structures which exist onsite are those associated with the existing MMWRP. 

The Proposed Project does not involve a known significant tribal cultural resource, as defined in PRC section 21074, or a known 
object with cultural value to a California Native American Tribe. No known cultural resources exist at the MMWRP site, including 
those listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources or in a local register of historic resources, as 
defined in PRC section 5020.1(k). Due to ground disturbing activities, unexpected tribal cultural resource discoveries are possible. 

Under AB52, Tribal consultation between the County of Los Angeles Public Works Department and Jairo F. Avila of the 
Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians was completed in March 2020. As part of the consultation, Mr. Avila provided 
suggested mitigation measures for the Project that have been incorporated into CUL-1, CUL-2, and CUL-3. With implementation 
of CUL-1, CUL-2, and CUL-3 (refer to Section V. Cultural Resources), impacts would be less than significant. 

a(ii) No Impact – The MMWRP property has been previously leveled, graded and developed with structures and various water 
reclamation plant equipment, paved access roads, and open areas covered in gravel. The site is fenced and gated and located in 
an area that is developed with residential uses. In addition, there would be no potential for the loss of an important example of 
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history or prehistory or other cultural resources from the Proposed Project as the only structures which exist onsite are those 
associated with the existing MMWRP. 

Consistent with AB 52, local California Native American tribes were formally notified of the Proposed Project on March 7, 2018 by 
the County of Los Angeles Public Works Department. Tribes notified include the Desert Cahuila Indians, Barbareño/Ventureño 
Band of Mission Indians, Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, San Gabriel Band of Mission Indians, Gabrieleño Band of Mission 
Indians-Kizh Nation, and the Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians. The California Native American tribes were given 30 
days to request formal consultation regarding possible significant effects that implementation of the Proposed Project may have 
on tribal cultural resources. Jairo F. Avila of the Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians requested consultation, which was 
completed in March 2020. 

A Sacred Land File Search with the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) was completed on February 9, 2018 and results 
were negative for tribal cultural resources within or near the project. A California Historical Resources Information System 
(CHRIS) search was also completed in February 2018 and did not identify any previously recorded tribal cultural resources within 
the project area. Portions of the project area have also been part of five previously conducted cultural resources investigations 
completed between 1976 and 2001. The Proposed Project does not involve a known significant tribal cultural resource, as 
defined in PRC section 21074, or a known object with cultural value to a California Native American Tribe. No cultural resource, as 
determined by the lead agency to be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of PRC Section 5024.1, is known to 
exist at the MMWRP site. Therefore, the Proposed Project would have no impact to known cultural resources. 
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XIX. Utilities and Service Systems. Would the project:  

a) Require or result in the relocation or construction of new 
water or expanded water, wastewater treatment or 
stormwater drainage, electric power, natural gas, or 
telecommunications facilities, the construction or relocation of 
which could cause significant environmental effects? 

    

b) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the 
project and reasonably foreseeable future development during 
normal, dry and multiple dry years?  

    

c) Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment 
provider, which serves or may serve the project that it has 
adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected demand in 
addition to the provider’s existing commitments?  

    

d) Generate solid waste in excess of state or local standards, 
or in excess of the capacity of local infrastructure, or otherwise 
impair the attainment of solid waste reduction goals? 

    

e) Comply with federal, state, and local management and 
reduction statutes and regulations related to solid waste?      

 a) Less Than Significant Impact – The Proposed Project would not expand the total treatment capacity of the MMWRP, but rather 
refurbish an existing water reclamation facility and would occur within the existing facility boundary. The Proposed Project would 
improve the reliability of treatment and enhance the ability of the water reclamation plant to comply with the requirements of 
the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB). The discharge of wastewater is regulated by the Los Angeles 
Regional Water Quality Control Board. No new land development would occur. Therefore, no impact to water or wastewater 
treatment facilities would occur. 
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The Proposed Project includes the relocation of SCE equipment from a location in the existing main building to a location along 
the southern perimeter of the property. No outages effecting local customers would occur, therefore, impacts from the relocation 
would be less than significant. 

b) No Impact –The MMWRP is operated by the Consolidated Sewer Maintenance District as part of the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Works. Construction and operation of the Proposed Project would not require the provision of new water 
supplies or increased water usage. Water supplies including entitlements and resources would not be impacted by the Proposed 
Project. Therefore, no impact to water supplies available to serve the project and reasonably foreseeable future development 
during normal, dry and multiple dry years would occur. 

c) No Impact – The Proposed Project is a refurbishment to an existing water reclamation facility. Therefore, no impact would 
occur to the wastewater treatment provider. 

d) Less-Than-Significant Impact – Disposal needs during construction would be limited to non-hazardous solid waste such as trash 
and debris. Solid waste generated during construction would be disposed of consistent with existing practices in an approved 
facility consistent with applicable regulations. Based on the small quantity of waste material anticipated to be produced during 
construction, the Proposed Project is not expected to affect the capacity of existing landfills, exceed state or local standards, or 
impair the attainment of solid waste reduction goals. The Proposed Project operations would be integrated with existing MMWRP 
operations and no changes in waste disposal needs would be anticipated. Therefore, impacts to landfills would be less than 
significant impact. 

e) Less-Than-Significant Impact – The Proposed Project would comply federal, state, and local management and reduction 
statutes and regulations related to solid waste disposal during construction and operational activities. Therefore, impacts to 
regulations related to solid waste disposal would be less than significant. 
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XX. Wildfire. If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity zones, would the 
project: 

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan?  

    

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate 
wildfire risks, and thereby expose project occupants to pollution 
concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of 
wildfire? 

    

c) Require the installation or maintenance of associated 
infrastructure (i.e., roads, fuel breaks, emergency water sources, 
power lines, or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or that 
may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment? 

    

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, including 
downslope or downstream flooding or landslides, as a result of 
runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes? 

    

a) No Impact –The Proposed Project is a refurbishment to an existing water reclamation facility and would be located on the 
existing MMWRP property. Construction and operation of the Proposed Project would not substantially impair emergency 
response plans or emergency evacuation plans. Existing emergency responses and evacuations would not change from existing 
conditions. Therefore, the Project has no impact on an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan. 

b) No Impact –The Proposed Project is a refurbishment to an existing water reclamation facility and would be located on the 
existing MMWRP property. Existing slopes, prevailing winds, and other factors would not change and exacerbate wildfire risks 
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beyond the current facility. Therefore, the Proposed Project would not expose project occupants to pollution concentrations from 
a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of wildfire. 

c) No Impact –The Proposed Project is a refurbishment to an existing water reclamation facility and would be located on the 
existing MMWRP property. The installation and maintenance of associated infrastructure would not change and exacerbate fire 
risk or result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment. 

d) No Impact – The Proposed Project is a refurbishment to an existing water reclamation facility and would be located on the 
existing MMWRP property. Existing slopes and drainage would not change and exacerbate wildfire risk beyond the existing 
conditions. Therefore, the Proposed Project would not expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or 
downstream flooding or landslides as a result of post-fire slope instability or drainage changes. 
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XVIII. Mandatory Findings of Significance. Would the project: 

a) Have the potential to substantially degrade the quality of 
the environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or 
wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop 
below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or 
animal community, substantially reduce the number or restrict 
the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal or eliminate 
important examples of the major periods of California history 
or prehistory?  

    

b) Have impacts that are individually limited, but 
cumulatively considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable” 
means that the incremental effects of a project are 
considerable when viewed in connection with the effects of 
past projects, the effects of other current projects, and the 
effects of probable future projects)?  

    

c) Have environmental effects that cause substantial 
adverse effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly?     

a) No Impact – The Proposed Project site is developed and within/adjacent to existing urbanized areas. No impacts would occur 
to any sensitive plant or animal species as a result of the Proposed Project. A search of the CNDDB for the Proposed Project, using 
a 3.0-mile radius, showed no occurrences of any federally or state listed species within the Proposed Project site (California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, 2017). Although occurrences of the San Diego woodrat are shown on Figure 3-1 (CNDDB Plant 
and Wildlife Occurrences), located at the end of Section 3, this species is not listed as candidate, sensitive, or special-status in any 
local or regional plan.  

The Proposed Project site does not support any riparian habitat, wetlands or other sensitive natural communities identified in 
local or regional plans, policies, or regulations or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. The Proposed Project site does not support native habitat or any migratory fish or wildlife species. Furthermore, the 
Proposed Project site is not located within a migratory wildlife corridor or native wildlife nursery site.  

Additionally, a site visit on November 13, 2017, confirmed the absence of any suitable habitats for sensitive plant or animal 
species. The results of the site visit are attached in Appendix B. During the site visit, the biologist noted a potential for migratory, 
nesting birds.  

The Proposed Project site has been previously leveled, graded and developed with structures and various water reclamation plant 
equipment, paved access roads, and open areas covered in gravel. The site is fenced and gated and located in an area that is 
developed with residential uses. In addition, there would be no potential for the loss of an important example of history or 
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prehistory or other cultural resources from the Proposed Project as the only structures which exist onsite are those associated 
with the existing MMWRP. Therefore, no impact would occur. 

b) Less-Than-Significant Impact – Potential impacts associated with the Proposed Project have been determined to be less than 
significant in the case of biology, cultural, geology and soils, hydrology and water quality, and noise. Mitigation measures have 
been proposed to reduce the impact to a less than significant level. The Proposed Project is not anticipated to result in any 
significant adverse impacts after mitigation. Similarly, other projects would be required to address the potential for significant 
adverse impacts with standard environmental analysis, review requirements, and propose mitigation to address these impacts. As 
required by applicable laws, ordinances, regulations, and standards, including BMPs, the Proposed Project would not be 
anticipated to result in any significant adverse cumulative impacts. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant. 

c) Less-Than-Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated – Potential Project impacts associated with biology, cultural 
resources, geology and soils, hydrology and water quality, and noise would be mitigated to a less-than-significant level as with the 
implementation of BIO-1, CUL-1, CUL-2, CUL-3, GEO-1, HYDRO-1, HYDRO-2, NOI-1, NOI-2, and NOI-3. In addition, the Proposed 
Project would be implemented consistent with applicable laws, ordinances, regulations, and standards, including BMPs to avoid 
both direct and indirect adverse effects on human beings. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant with mitigation 
incorporated. 
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Lead Agency and Consultants 
4.1 Lead Agency 
County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works 

4.2 Consultants 
Fred Soroushian – Project Manager 

Carmen Quan – Design Manager 

Tyler Kirkendall – Project Engineer 

Matt Gordon – CEQA Senior Reviewer 

Joe Aguirre – Planner 

Loren Bloomberg – Traffic Specialist 

Melissa Williams – Biologist 

Hong Zhuang – Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Specialist 

Pauline Sullivan – Technical Editor
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Photograph 7. Australian saltbush, Atriplex semibaccata 

 

 
Photograph 8. Spineless yucca, Yucca elephantipes 
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